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Doctoral remissions 
introduced this fall 


_Kanen Henan 


As of next September, Concordia will offer tuition 
remissions to the best and brightest PhD appli- 
cants. 

“This is an incentive to bring in high-calibre 
graduate students,’ said Danielle Morin, Vice- 
Provost (Academic Programs). The announcement 
was made through the Provost's office at the April 
12 Board of Governors meeting. 

Starting in the 2006-07 academic year, 100 PhD 
candidates will receive a full tuition remission over 
12 terms. 

The remissions will be allocated by the faculties 
based on the proportion of PhD candidates they 
currently have. As a result, Morin said, Engineering 
and Computer Science and Arts and Science would 
receive a greater proportion of the remissions. Ten 
remissions will be held back for a university-wide 
evaluation through the School of Graduate Studies. 

Each faculty will develop internal criteria to 
determine which applicants are the strongest can- 
didates academically. 

With savings to each student of approximately 





$5,000, this represents an investment of $.5M over 
four years to help attract the best doctoral stu- 
dents. 

Morin added that students were free to pursue 
other funding sources to alleviate the cost of living. 


%) Concordia 







Publications Mail Agreement No.40042804 


Fiorenzo Vetrone (left) and Chris Boyer show off an argon ion laser. Here, they are using it to pound nanoparticles that have been sus- 
pended in a solution with blue light in order to observe their luminescent properties. 


Tiny particles, big impact 


Boyer, Vetrone given NSERC postdoctoral fellowships 


ALLISON MARTENS 





Talk about great chemistry. Through 
their work together, two Concordia 
PhD students have each received a two- 
year $80,000 postdoctoral fellowship 
from the National Sciences and 
Engineering Research Council (NSERC) 
of Canada. 

As doctoral students in the 
Department of Chemistry, Chris Boyer 
and Fiorenzo Vetrone studied lumines- 
cent nanoparticles: Tiny entities less 
than one millionth of a millimetre in 
size that emit higher-energy visible or 
ultraviolet light when exposed to 
infrared light. 

“The study of luminescent nanoparti- 
cles is only about a decade old. Chris 
and I were actually the first in the world 
to show this upconversion process in 
these new materials,’ said Vetrone. 


Due to their unique properties, he 
said these particles could be used to 
develop markers for banknotes that 
would be nearly impossible for coun- 
terfeiters to replicate. They also have 
numerous medical applications. Their 
miniscule size means they don't upset 
the immune system as much as their 
larger counterparts. 


“Chris and I were the 
first in the world to 
show this process in 
these materials” 
Fiorenzo Vetrone 


John Capobianco, chemistry profes- 
sor and Vice-Dean of Research and 
International Relations, was their the- 


sis advisor. He said the pair are the best 
students he has supervised in his 20 
years at Concordia. 

He has known both since their days 
as undergrads at Concordia. Due to the 
high level of achievement they dis- 
played — Boyer as an undergraduate, 
Vetrone during his masters — both 
were fast-tracked toward their PhDs. 

“They show a very deep insight into 
the work they're doing and their area of 
expertise. They don't just scratch the 
surface,’ he said. 

Capobianco said that they have been 
published in academic journals at least 
10 times each, an amazing feat for doc- 
toral students, “It’s not just the number 
of times, it’s the quality of the journals 
in which they publish. These include 
some of the most respected in the 
field” 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 
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VIEWPOINT 


Intelligent design is complex: 
Judge for yourself 


PAUL ALLEN 


In October, 2004, the School Board in Dover, Penn., drew up a 
new policy for the high school biology curriculum, in which the 
following statement was approved in a 6-3 vote: “Students will 
be made aware of gaps/problems in Darwin's theory and of 
other theories of evolution including, but not limited to, intelli- 
gent design” 

What ensued was a yearlong skirmish over the USS. 
Constitution's First Amendment, the power of the Religious 
Right and the intelligent design (ID) movement. What became 
lost in these debates were many facts as well as certain com- 
plexities about the relationship between science and religion. A 
few journalists and newspapers of record tried for clarity, but 
many more did not. 

First, ID theory posits that specific life forms demonstrate an 
“irreducibly complex” structure that natural selection (the undi- 
rected mechanism working on random variations of genes for 
achieving organism survival and fitness) alone cannot explain. 

Second, ID is not a theory of cosmic origins or an interpreta- 
tion of physics. It is a theory about biochemical and biological 
structures: Bacteria, the eye, the brain. 

Third, since it was popularized by Michael Behe in Darwins 
Black Box, ID has been correctly diagnosed as a theory with reli- 
gious motivations because it posits divine direction over nature. 

Fourth, ID is not the only theory that posits an overall direc- 
tion in nature, but it promises that empirical studies can detect 
and demonstrate design. 

Fifth, most religious traditions, including Christian tradi- 
tions, do not require God to be a designing intervener in nature. 
Sure, miracles and Christ's resurrection are affirmed, yet such 
events are granted as exceptional evidence for God's otherwise 
non-interventionist relationship with the world. 

Sixth, educators mostly insist that ID does not belong in the 
science classroom. I concur, so long as we stipulate that 
schoolteachers are free to teach about disputes over theories of 
evolution. Disputes are commonplace. Even agnostic evolu- 
tionary biologists such as the late Stephen Jay Gould persisted 
in identifying his theory of evolution, termed “punctuated equi- 
librium,’ as distinct from mainstream evolutionary theory. 

Several years ago, intelligent design theorist William 
Dembski set up the Michael Polanyi Institute at Baylor 
University in Texas. The Institute has since been folded, but 
many were indignant that philosopher Polanyi’s name had 
been pressed into service for mainstreaming intelligent design. 

In 1969, Polanyi wrote an article, a copy of which I cherish 
from a collection of conference proceedings, entitled “Life's 
Irreducible Structure” Polanyi thinks irreducible principles 
account for complex interacting levels in organisms. This 
means nature is conducive to religious interpretation: e.g. we 
are not simply determined by our genes. But his philosophy is 
not design. 

Do ID theorists distinguish design from other religiously 
conducive philosophies of science such as this? Why would 
they — you are either for ID or against religion. Do the anti-reli- 
gious opponents of ID allow for such distinctions? No. For 
them, evolution is true, and the rest is mere interpretation or 
plain false — one must accept evolution, even while biologists 
differ profoundly on what it means! 

In short, the ID controversy has jeopardized the public 
understanding of science and religion. One is not obliged to 
choose between these two. So the next time you read about 
intelligent design, watch out for those wielding wedge strate- 
gies, where complexities get left out by those who think you 
wont notice. 

Paul Allen is a lecturer and undergraduate program advisor in 
the Department of Theological Studies. 


Concordia and Shanghai 
cement a relationship 





(From left) Noted Montreal architect Dan Hanganu, architect, Wei Li (M.Eng 1999) and Clarence Epstein pose in 
front of a statue of Norman Bethune at the opening of the Norman Bethune Exhibition in the Montreal Pavilion 
in Pudong Century Park, Shanghai. 


Twenty years ago, Concordia 
became the first university in the 
western world to establish a joint 
doctoral program with an institu- 
tion in China. Now the university 
is deepening that relationship by 
pursuing an exchange of ideas 
about universities in the urban 
environment. 

On April 12, Urban Planning 
professor John Zacharias and 
Special Projects Director Clarence 
Epstein represented Concordia 
University in Shanghai, China, at 
the unveiling of an exhibit on 
Canadian doctor Norman 
Bethune. 

Included in the exhibit at the 
newly reopened Jardin de 
Montréal in Shanghai is a display 
on the proposed changes to Place 
Norman Bethune on the corner of 
de Maisonneuve Blvd. and Guy 
St., in the heart of Quartier 


Concordia. 

A joint project by Concordia 
University and the City of 
Montreal, Quartier Concordia is 
the urban renewal project for the 
area surrounding the Sir George 
Williams Campus that will posi- 
tion the university as one of the 
gateways to downtown Montreal. 

Zacharias and Epstein travelled 
in China with Montreal mayor 
Gérald Tremblay as part of an 
urban development mission. 

While in Shanghai, the 
Concordia representatives signed 
a memorandum with Werkhart 
International, a top private archi- 
tectural firm in China, to create 
an annual graduate scholarship 
in urban studies. Starting this fall, 
Werkhart will award a Chinese 
student up to $14,000 for a year of 
study at Concordia. 

More than 1,000 Chinese stu- 


dents are currently attending 
Concordia on student visas. 

At Tongji University, Zacharias 
gave a public lecture on the 
importance of involving universi- 
ty researchers and specialists in 
urban planning. Epstein made a 
presentation on the partnership 
between the City of Montreal and 
Concordia on the Quartier 
Concordia Project. The mayor 
preceded these talks with a visual 
presentation on Montreal: City of 
Knowledge. 

The mayors mission was 
intended to strengthen ties with 
Shanghai, which is Montreal's sis- 
ter city in China. 

There are plans to hold an 
international conference in 
Shanghai in winter 2007, involv- 
ing that city, Montreal and Paris, 
on the role of universities in 
major cities. 


Chemistry researchers both earn postdocs 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
Boyer will pursue postdoctoral 
studies at the University of 
Victoria, where he will study 
photonic nanomaterials: in par- 
ticular, the synthesis of semicon- 
ducting nanoparticles. 

These could be used to develop 
new light sources such as diode 


‘lasers that emit visible blue light. 


“Such a light source could be 
used to increase the data storage 
capacity of compact disks and 
DVDs’ 

He added that these nanoparti- 
cles could also be used to develop 
light-emitting diodes (LEDs) that 
emit a purer white light. Among 


other things, this could result in 
brighter light sources that are 
more energy efficient than cur- 
rent lighting. This is important as 
this new technology is increas- 
ingly being employed in automo- 
bile lighting and traffic signals. 

Meanwhile, Vetrone is poised 
to start his postdoctoral work at 
the Université du Québec-affili- 
ated Institut national de 
recherche scientifique, located 
in Varennes. 

There, he will help develop 
nanomaterials that can be used 
to produce hip replacements, 
orthopedic inserts and cardio- 
vascular stents that are less like- 


ly to be rejected by the body. 

“We found a way to modify the 
surface of titanium and its alloys 
to create a nanoscale texture. 
During studies with cells, we 
found they behave much differ- 
ently (when put into contact) 
with these surfaces compared to 
nontreated surfaces. 

“If we know the reason why, we 
can develop an even better 
implant’ 

Boyer and Vetrone will be 
supervised by some of the top 
researchers in their fields, both 
Canada Research Chair holders. 
They will start their placements 
later this summer. 





Professor receives 
top physics prize 





Mathematics Professor John Harnad finds that mathematics serves as both a language to express problems and 
a tool to find solutions. His career led him across North America before he settled in Montreal. 


JANICE HAMILTON 
At its annual meeting this June, 
the Canadian Association of 
Physicists (CAP) will present 
Concordia Mathematics Profes- 
sor John Harnad with the CAP- 
CRM prize in theoretical and 
mathematical physics in recogni- 
tion of his “deep and lasting con- 
tributions to the theory of inte- 
grable systems with connections 
to gauge theory, inverse scatter- 
ing and random matrices’ 

Harnad is a professor in the 
Department of Mathematics 
and Statistics and also Director 
of the Mathematical Physics 
group at the Centre de 
recherches mathématiques 
(CRM), a national research cen- 
tre in mathematics. Harnad 
calls the CRM “a crossroads in 
mathematics.” Members include 
mathematicians from several 
Quebec universities, and people 
come from around the world to 
attend its conferences and 
workshops. 

His own research is aimed at 
developing mathematical meth- 
ods for tackling problems in 
physics. 

Physics is concerned with 
understanding phenomena in 
the real world, he explained in 
an interview. 

“For a physicist, mathematics 
is both a language to express 
concepts and relations, and a 
tool for the solution of prob- 
lems, ultimately providing 
explanations about physical 
observables. My curiosity is 
motivated by physics, but my 


creative abilities seem to be 
more along mathematical lines” 

Harnad was born in Budapest 
shortly after WWII, and his fam- 
ily immigrated to Canada in 
1948. As a student in Montreal, 
he had two passions: physics 
and music. He and his brother 
attended the Jeunesses 
Musicales summer camp in the 
Eastern Townships throughout 
their high school years. 

He was fascinated from an 
early age by ideas like Einstein's 
theory of relativity. While doing 
an honours degree in physics at 
McGill, he also studied the oboe 
at the Provincial Conservatory 
of Music. He then did his PhD at 
Oxford University on theoretical 
elementary particle physics. 

After completing his doctor- 
ate, he spent a year in Budapest 
doing postdoctoral research, 
and then held a postdoctoral 
fellowship at the Physics 
Department of Carleton 
University. For several years fol- 
lowing, he worked at the CRM, 
focusing full-time on research. 
He then moved to the USS., 
spending a year at the Institute 
for Advanced Study in 
Princeton, then taking up an 


appointment as associate pro-_ 


fessor at the Stevens Institute of 
Technology in New Jersey. 

In 1986 he returned to 
Montreal to teach in the Applied 
Mathematics Department of the 
Ecole Polytechnique. He joined 
Concordia in 1989 and has been 
here ever since. Throughout 
these years, he maintained his 


interest in music, performing 
often with chamber music 
groups and occasionally with 
small orchestras. 

The focus of Harnad’s 
research has transformed dur- 
ing his career, but he notes that 
an underlying theme has run 
through all his work. He com- 
pares this theme, called dimen- 
sional reduction, to Plato's 
metaphor of shadows on the 
wall of a cave, in which viewers 
cannot see the origins of the 
shadow images, which are pro- 
jections of moving figures. 

He notes that when a simple 
mechanism, such as a rotating 
cube, is projected onto the wall, 
the image appears more com- 
plex than the original object. 

Dimensional reduction pro- 
vides a way of understanding 
seemingly complicated physical 
interactions by viewing them as 
projections of a much simpler 
system in a higher dimensional 
space. The plenary address that 
he will give at the CAP meeting 
discusses the use of dimension- 
al reduction as a general geo- 
metrical principle underlying 
the dynamics of particles and 
fields. : 

“My brain tends to function 
like a mathematician, Harnad 
said. “I need to have things logi- 
cally clear. But my heart is that 
of a physicist: I care about 
nature and the way the real 
world works. I like to see some 
connection between my work 
and nature, and not just to solve 
abstract problems.’ 
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ACCOLADES 


Danielle Morin, Vice-Provost, Academic Programs, is a member 
of the five-person committee adjudicating the Prix du ministre, 
given to the best pedagogical book written in French for use in 
CEGEPs or universities. For the second year, thanks to Morin's 
involvement, the adjudication was held at Concordia. 


~oQoo 


An article about nepotism that quoted Richard Bisaillon was 
published in The Gazette some time ago, and popped up again on 
working.canada.com. Nepotism was the subject of Bisaillon’s doc- 
toral thesis. 


~Qo 


An article by Bill Curran, Director of Libraries, has been published 
in Feliciter, the journal of the Canadian Library Association. Its title 
is “Reflections on the 8Rs Report and the Academic Library 
Community: You will soon be able to access it online at 
www.cla.ca/feliciter/contents.htm 


NQoo 


The principal architect of Concordias EV building and the future 
John Molson School of Business, Bruce Kuwabara, has won the 
2006 Gold Medal given by the Royal Architectural Institute of Canada 
for his lifetime achievement. He is particularly well known in 
Toronto, where he designed the National Ballet School. He designed 
the Canadian embassy in Berlin, and is working on the future home 
of the Toronto International Film Festival Group. The award, 
Canadas highest for architects, will be given in mid-June in 
Vancouver. 


‘oS 


Congratulations to the 32 stu- 
dents in Marketing, Accounting, 
Finance and _ International 
Business who made up the John 
Molson School of Business dele- 
gation to the Happening Mar- 
keting competition. Concordia 
came first overall in the games, 
held over the last weekend in 
March at UQAM. In the photo 
at right are the winners of first 
prize in the Integrated 
Marketing Communication category Tanya Saba, Marie-Noél 
Tourigny and Monique Chalifour. The teams, who competed in 
academic, sport, social and spirit events, were organized by Saba, 
Alexandre Rouleau, Genevieve Thibault and Simon Leblanc. 
It was the fourth year JMSB has won first place at this competition. 


“Qo 


Charles Acland and William Buxton (Communication Studies) 
were invited to a conference on Intellectuals and Cultural Policy, 
organized by the Centre for Policy Studies at the University of 
Warwick and held at Coombe Abbey, near Coventry, England, last 
October. The papers they presented will be published in a special 
issue of the International Journal of Cultural Studies this July. 


~Qo 


Guy Lachapelle (Political Science) was on CBC Radios The 
Current on April 17 in the wake of controversy over playwright 
Michel Tremblay’s pessimism about Quebec sovereignty. 
Lachapelle said Tremblay was wrong to criticize the current focus 
on economics, and said it was natural for the issue to have evolved 
along those lines. 


 ~@Qo 


Harold Simpkins (Marketing) and Bakr Ibrahim (Manage- 
ment/Entrepreneurship) were quoted in La Presse on people like 
Bill Gates, Steve Jobs, Ralph Lauren or Quebec's Lino Saputo, who 
rose to the top without a university degree. “A business education 
can help, but it isn't essential to succeed,’ Simpkins said; vision and 
great willpower are. Jokingly, he quoted a magnate who said that 
after quitting school at 13, his greatest regret was that he didn't quit 
sooner! However, Ibrahim noted that loaning institutions are much 
more exacting than they once were about the need for detailed 
business plans. 
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SENATE NOTES 


A regular meeting of Senate, held April 7, 2006. 


School of General Studies: This new academic entity will address 
the needs of mature, independent, at-risk and visiting students, and 
coordinate the services currently offered by Continuing Education 
and eConcordia. 


Having been approved by the faculty councils and the council of 
the School of Graduate Studies, this proposal was presented by 
President Claude Lajeunesse, who assured Senate that it would be 
controlled by the appropriate faculties and departments. Dean Nabil 
Esmail, representing Provost Martin Singer in his absence, added that 
it wouldn't increase professors’ workload, though it would no doubt 
add enrolment and increased activity. 


Robert Oppenheimer, Director of the Centre for Mature Students, 
said the wording of the proposal had changed since it was presented 
to the faculty councils; now it said the Centre and Continuing 
Education would close by May 31, 2007. Dr. Lajeunesse replied that 
the original draft said the centres “would be for the most part sub- 
sumed” into the new School. Vice-Provost (Academic Programs) 
Danielle Morin said the School would not subtract from student serv- 
ices; it would enhance them and make them more flexible. 


The proposal to establish a School of General Studies was approved 
unanimously. Senate will recommend it to the Board of Governors. 


Searches: Dr. Lajeunesse presented the draft profile of Vice- 
President, Research and Graduate Studies, for comment. Dean David 
Graham forwarded contributions from Arts and Science; namely, that 
the preamble was negative, and having done substantial research and 
knowing about the administration of research were both essential 
qualifications, not alternatives, as implied by “and/or” Ronald Rudin 
(Arts & Science) recommended changing the bilingual requirement to 
a simpler phrase that specified knowing English and French. 
Lajeunesse said the search committee will start to look at candidates. 
He said an open meeting on the requirements for a new JMSB dean 
held recently was well attended and extremely useful. 


Research funding: Vice-Provost Research Truong Vo-Van reported 
that the results from this year's (2005-2006) competition with the 
major granting agencies were generally good. In the CIHR (Canadian 
Institutes for Health Research) Operating Program, Concordia's suc- 
cess rate was 27 per cent, ahead of the national success rate of 25 per 
cent; the total awarded was $970,000. 


With NSERC (Science and Engineering Research Council), in the 
Discovery Grant Program, the success rate was 69 per cent, with 47 
successful applicants and a total of $57 million awarded. This success 
rate is lower than last year's rate and may be partly attributed to the 
low success rate with new applicants and the fact that no new funds 
were allocated to the NSERC Discovery Grant budget while there was 
an increase inapplicants to the program. There was considerable suc- 
cess, however with the NSERC Research Tools and Instruments 
Program, a success rate of 57 per cent, as compared to the national 
success rate of 42 per cent. Sixteen Concordia applicants received 
$870,000 in this latter program. 


Finally, the success rate with SSHRC (Social Science and 
Humanities Research Council) has risen to 33 per cent from the low 
25 per cent of last year. Thirty-eight successful applicants were award- 
ed a total amount of about $3 million. 


Assistant General Counsel: University Counsel Pierre Frégeau 
introduced Jonathan Levinson as his assistant general counsel. 


Next meeting: May 5 


Corrections 


Apparently, all the errors in the April 6 issue chose to migrate to 
the bottom of page 5. 

In the story “Engineering Employment” we incorrectly identified 
Ahmed Hassanein as the VP Social for CIADI. He is indeed a VP 
Social, but for the Canadian Society of Industrial Engineers (CSIE). 
In the article entitled “ ‘Voyages’ in translation studies” we unfor- 
tunately referred to AnneMarie Taravella as AnneMarie Tavarella. 
The Journal regrets the errors. 





IN MEMORIAM 


Katja (MacLeod) Kessin 1959-2006 


Katja Kessin, an artist and well- 
loved teacher in the Faculty of 
Fine Arts, died on April 1 after a 
long illness. 

She came to Montreal in 1981 
from Hamburg, Germany, and 
began her studies at Concordia in 
1985, graduating with a BFA and 
an MFA in painting. 

In 2003 she was awarded a PhD 
in the Humanities. Her research 
project, To Lend the Dead a Voice, 
focused on artists who were the 
descendants of Jewish and Gentile 
Germans of the Third Reich. 

Art History Chair Loren Lerner 
writes, “Over the years she devel- 
oped a detailed iconography that 
drew on her childhood experi- 
ences in Germany and explored 
the socially accepted forms of 
violence, the hidden dangers and 


often-false comforts of tradition- 
al family life” 

Katja’s academic work and her 
contribution to life of her com- 
munity, were recognized in 2000 
in a national award of merit given 
by the Senior Women Academic 
Administrators of Canada. 

Recently, she had been teach- 
ing in the Faculty of Fine Arts, 
where she designed a course for 
non-art students. They responded 
to her dedication and enthusiasm 
with glowing reviews. 

The mother of three children, 
she developed an art practice 
inspired by her daily life. “Rather 
than dedicate her life to art, Katja 
chose to dedicate her art to life” 
Lerner said. 

She developed an art program 
for women and children at a local 


women's shelter. Their work 
resulted in a collaborative exhibi- 
tion at the Maison de la Culture 
in Notre Dame de Grace. 

As well as being an inspired 
teacher, Katja produced nine 
solo exhibitions, participated in 
numerous group exhibitions, 
presented performances and 
curated exhibitions. 

“Katja’s art is extraordinarily 
powerful?” Lerner said. “As her 
unique creative voice evolved 


_over the last 20 years it became 


clear and uncompromising while 
remaining deeply poetic’ 

We extend our sympathies to 
Darcy MacLeod and Katya’s three 
children. In lieu of flowers, dona- 
tions may be made to Auberge 
Transition, 481-0495 A memorial 
exhibition is being planned. 





Private funding sought for residence 


BARBARA BLACK 





Advertisements were placed in 
local newspapers last week invit- 
ing interested parties — develop- 
ers, landowners, service opera- 
tors, general contractors — to 
help the university provide stu- 
dent residence spaces. 

For years, Montreal had cheap 
rents and it was easy to find 
accommodation, but no longer. 
Only 147 students can be housed 
in the small residence on the 


Loyola Campus, and there will be 


about 50 more spaces in what 
used to be the Jesuit residence this 
fall. Downtown, where 80 per cent 
of the students have most of their 
classes, there is no residence at all. 

That puts Concordia at the 
very bottom of the heap when it 
comes to an important student 
service, according to Tony 
Vanvari, who is in charge of spe- 
cial projects for Facilities 
Management. 

“Out-of-town students espe- 
cially are telling us it’s important 
to have a residence close to the 
university, Vanvari said. “Parents 
are concerned about where their 
children are living, so it’s a way to 
attract more out-of-town stu- 
dents’ 

The parties who respond to the 
ad may propose one or more 
buildings, renovated or new, for 
either campus. They will under- 
take the design and construc- 
tion, and keep the revenue from 


the leases for a given length of 
time; after say, 25 or 30 years, the 
university will have the opportu- 
nity to buy the building. 

The advantage of this arrange- 
ment to the university is that the 
massive project will be virtually 
cost-free. (Quebec does not fund 
university residences.) One 
advantage to the successful can- 
didate is that the building will be 
assured of high occupancy. 

While the offer to the develop- 
ers is open-ended, Concordia is 
quite precise about what the resi- 
dence must be like and how it will 
be run. When the residence pro- 
ject started last November, a 
detailed report was drawn up by 
Melanie Drew, Director of Health 
Services, and Martine Lehoux, 
Director of Facilites Planning and 
Development, with the help of 
consultants CIM. 

It specifies, among many other 
things, that the new housing 
must be walking distance from 
the university, so two areas have 
been defined, one for each cam- 
pus. 
This first phase of the resi- 
dence project will provide about 
500 beds in studios and units of 
two and three bedrooms, and will 
include adapted units for stu- 
dents with disabilities. 
Ultimately, the goal is to have 
1,500 beds. 

Interested parties are being 
offered an information package 
at Facilities Management on the 


11th floor of the GM Building 
that includes the detailed specifi- 
cations. 

An information meeting will 
be held April 25, after which they 
may submit their proposals. Six 
to eight will be chosen for closer 
examination, and the design 
phase could begin as early as this 
September. 
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This Requiem was a celebration 





World-renowned soloists Sondra Radvanovsky (left), Elena Zaremba and conductor Yannick Nézet-Séquin during 
the performance of Verdi’s Requiem during the second Hitting the High Notes benefit concert. Some 625 peo- 
ple attended the concert, raising $550,000 for the Faculty of Fine Arts and the Orchestre Métropolitain du 


Grand Montréal. 





Faculty of Fine Arts Dean Catherine Wild addressed the audience before the benefit concert. Concordia’s share 


of the money raised through the event will be used to support graduate students. 








U Research Fellows named 


The University Research Awards 
for 2006 have been announced by 
Vice-Provost Research Truong 
Vo-Van and the Office of 
Research. 

The senior award goes to 
Professor Catherine Russell in 
the Faculty of Fine Arts. Russell 
is a widely respected film schol- 
ar and researcher from the Mel 
Hoppenheim School of Cinema, 
where she was hired in 1990. 

Her expertise in feminist film 
studies, Canadian cinema, early 
cinema and ethnographic cine- 
ma is demonstrated by her pro- 
lific writing. She has published 
six books, one of which was 
named best cinema book by the 


Association Québécoise des 
Etudes Cinématographiques, as 
well as numerous book chap- 
ters, articles, conference pro- 
ceedings, reprints and reviews. 

She has demonstrated an out- 
standing commitment to her 
graduate students’ success while 
maintaining her accessibility to 
Cinema and other students. She 
has received 13 competitive 
grants from SSHRC and FQRSC. 

The junior, or emerging, 
award goes to Catherine 
Mulligan of the Building, Civil & 
Environmental _ Engineering 
Department in the Faculty of 
Engineering and Computer 
Science. 


Mulligan began her career at 
Concordia University in 1999. 

She has published 30 papers in 
refereed journals and over 30 arti- 
cles in reviewed conference pro- 
ceedings. 

As evidence of her impact, she 
was awarded a _ Concordia 
Research Chair in Environmental 
Engineering in 2002. Her work on 
the use of biosurfactants is the 
basis for all who are now working 
in this field. 

These researchers will each 
receive $5,000 and are invited to 
give a lecture about their special- 
ization. The university will also 
hold a reception in their honour, 
at a date to be determined. 
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In the magnificent chapel of the 
Mother House of the Grey Nuns 
of Montreal on April 6, more 
than 625 classical music lovers 
and friends of Concordia 
University were treated to a 
world-class opera event. 

The second Hitting the High 
Notes benefit concert featured 
an impressive performance of 
Giuseppe Verdi’s Requiem by 
four renowned soloists and the 
Orchestre Métropolitain du 
Grand Montréal. 

It is expected that the event 
will raise $550,000 for Concor- 
dia’s Faculty of Fine Arts and the 
Orchestre Métropolitain. 

After a cocktail reception, the 
guests filled the majestic chapel 
and were welcomed by Faculty 
of Fine Arts Dean Catherine 
Wild, who introduced the per- 
formers. 

The soloists certainly hit the 
high notes. 

The beautiful, powerful voices 
of tenor Franco Farina, bass- 
baritone James Morris and 
soprano Sondra Radvanovsky, 
all American-born, and Russian 
mezzo-soprano Elena Zaremba 
filled the chapel and thrilled the 
crowd. 

Conductor Yannick Nézet- 
Séguin, as always, led the 
Orchestre Métropolitain with 
verve. The soloists were accom- 
panied by the Orchestre’s 80- 
person choir, which included 
several Concordians. 

Following the show, 250 
guests attended a gala dinner 
held in the splendidly decorated 
Mother House reception hall. 





They dined on rack of lamb with 
a pistachio crust prepared by 
caterer Dansereau. 

Among the many dignitaries 
there were President Claude 
Lajeunesse, new chancellor 
David O’Brien, chair of Concor- 
dia’s Board of Governors Peter 
Kruyt and Montreal Mayor 
3érald Tremblay. 

The event co-chairs were 
Hans Black, Sophie Desmarais 
and Richard Renaud. 

Black told the dinner audi- 
ence, “Events such as Hitting 
the High Notes represent the 
best of Montreal by bringing 
people together for a supreme 
cultural event and for two great 
causes, the Orchestre Métropol- 
itain du Grand Montréal and 
Concordia’s Faculty of Fine Arts.” 

The fundraising event was 
organized by a team from 
University Advancement & 
Alumni Relations under the 
guidance of Vice-President 
Kathy Assayag, 

Last May, at the first Hitting 
the High Notes benefit concert, 
500 people enjoyed soprano 
Renée Fleming and bass-bari- 
tone Bryn Terfel singing at the 
Oscar Peterson Concert Hall. 

The bar was set high — but 
this year’s concert and gala sur- 
passed it. 

Vice-President Assayag said, 
“Prestigious events such as 
Hitting the High Notes enhance 
the university's profile in the 
community and raise the value 
of Concordia’s name.” 

The concert was reviewed by 
La Presse and Le Devoir, and cov- 
ered in the society pages of The 
Gazette. 





Muslim students thank faculty 


Members of the Muslim Students 
Association (MSA) held a Faculty 
Appreciation Night on April 7 
that charmed their 40 guests of 
honour. Among them were Dean 
Nabil Esmail, Vice-Provost 
Danielle Morin and Dean David 
Graham. 

The MSA’s Ramy Tarshoubi 
told the Journal, “Dr. Morin 
spoke with conviction about 
how professors are genuinely 
inspired by those they teach. She 
said that our feedback and grati- 
tude are what make their profes- 
sion significant to them. 

“Dr. Esmail gave a remarkable 
speech about the harmony and 
richness of culture and ethnicity 


here at Concordia. He also spoke 
of our continuous success as an 
educational institution as a 
result of our acceptance of one 
another's differences. “ 

Alumnus Arsel Shehabuddin 
talked about the importance of 
education in Islam, and David 
Franklin, who teaches interna- 
tional business law, expressed 
the thanks of all the guests to the 
students for their thoughtful- 
ness. 

“We often realize too late 
those who make a difference in 
our lives; Tarshoubi said. “Our 
event was an attempt to give 
back merely a fraction of what 
our professors have given us.” 
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40-year-old greenhouse 
now has bright future 


KAREN HERLAND 


Sustainable Concordia hosted a 
Garden Party to let people know 
that the 40-year-old greenhouse 
on the roof of the Hall Building is 
ready to bloom again. 

Student Alexandra Hall enthu- 
siastically described the steps 
that led from the university aban- 
doning the space four years ago 
to the April 12 party where stu- 
dents, faculty and staff could 
enjoy refreshments in the newly 
reopened facility. 

The relocation of the Biology 
Department to Loyola and the 
cost of maintenance were two of 
the reasons the greenhouse closed. 

Sustainable Concordia worked 
with members of Facilities 
Management to ensure that the 
structure was sound. They also 


discussed ways to revitalize the 
space while diminishing its cost. 
The greenhouse is actually a 
series of separate west-facing glass 
rooms along a corridor. The entire 
project is under the responsibility 
of the department of Geography, 
Planning and_ Environment. 
Department Chair Alan Nash was 
at the party, snapping photo- 
graphs of the dozens of people 
who arrived to see the potential. 
The space is now managed by a 
committee of two students, two 
faculty, two staff and two mem- 
bers of the community at large. 
Together, they determine which 
project submissions are viable 
and allocate space accordingly. 
Hall is one of the student repre- 
sentatives on the committee. So 
far, they have approved three 
projects. The first is related to 





Cindy Dayton took this photo while on vacation in Tokyo in the fall of 
2004. It was one of many photos on display on the Hall Building mezza- 
nine during the bike-friendly Spring into Gear Fair on April 11. 


Geography professor David 
Greene's work on tree seedlings 
and forest regeneration. 

Melissa Garcia-Lamarca, Con- 
cordia’s Sustainability Coordin- 
ator said that Louise Hénault- 
Ethier is doing Master's research 
on vermicomposting and devel- 
oping a composting system for 
the university. Worms and mate- 
rials will be available for sale, as 
well as plants, to generate rev- 
enue for the greenhouse. 

Finally, the People’s Potato will 
grow seedlings in the greenhouse. 
This will help them get a jump on 
their Loyola vegetable garden, 
which provides the group with a lot 
of the food they use during the year. 

Garcia-Lamarca hopes that the 
compartments will be filled with 
projects by the fall, when there 
will be more events in the space. 
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‘Concordians were invited to 
Spring Into Gear on April 11 with a 
series of events devoted to pro- 
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a dicheapr Scanning (Bieycle) 
Bob Silverman, longtime two- 
wheel advocate and one of the 
founders of le Monde a Bicyclette. 
The organization was extremely 
visible in the "70s and ’80s and 
helped define Montreal as a bike- 


"friendly city. 


Silverman was one of four 
speakers at the evening panel dis- 
cussion co-sponsored _ by 
Sustainable Concordia and the 
Montreal chapter of Planners 
Network, a group of academics 
and activists devoted to responsi- 
ble urban planning. 

The discussion capped off the 
day-long fair held on the Hall 
Building mezzanine and the ter- 
race behind it. Organizations, 
including Sustainable Concordia’s 
Allégo project, Free Wheels and 


” Vélogik — which both offer bicy- 


cles to people who contribute 
time to their operations — and 
Equiterre all had information on 
in the downtown core. Many also 





Amélie D’Astous, a student member of R4 Concordia, shares a joke with 
Toby Young, who signed up to get involved in the greenhouse in the fall. 


“Concordia were also present, — 
encouraging people to participate _ 
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raise money for their endowment. 
It will provide an award for a JMSB 
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Spring into Gear has cyclists pumped | for oe 
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student whose volunteer work | piles 


promotes intercultural under- 
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The People's Potato served food 


to those who visited the terrace. A 


carnival atmosphere was provided 
by members of Right to Move and 
the Broken Spokes Bike Club. 

Tony Alfonso explained that 
Broken Spokes promotes cycling 
— and he did it while constructing 
a two-storey bicycle, a tandem 
bicycle and other souped-up 
forms of transportation that 
members rode through the crowd. 

Alfonso and his allies offered 
workshops throughout the day on 
bike maintenance and defensive 
urban cycling, 

By evening, a steady stream of 
people were filing into H-110, hel- 
mets tucked under their arms, to 
hear the panelists address the 
“Politics of the Bicycle? 

In addition to Silverman, Project 
Montreal leader Richard Bergeron 
addressed his municipal party's 
plans for a less car-congested city. 
Marc Jolicoeur, spokesperson for 
Vélo-Québec, discussed proposed 
improvements to the city’s net- 
work of bicycle paths, particularly 
the need for east-west links across 


the city. 





municipal office “to find out why 
it’s so hard to get bike lanes. Some 
just want a few more stop signs.” 

Labrecque and Silverman rem- 
inisced about their protracted 
battles for cyclists over the years. 
Their victories include access to 
the metro at off-peak hours and 
bike lanes on bridges from off the 
island. 

The panelists produced facts to 
buttress their arguments. Berger- 
on celebrated the downtown 
regions of European cities like 
Munich and Strasbourg, which 
have kept cars out of city centres 
in favour of tramways and other 
less polluting forms of public tran- 
sit. He added that many of these 
vehicles are produced by 
Bombardier, which is based here. 

Urban Studies Professor Craig 
Townsend is a member of Allégo 
and the Planners Network who 
teaches a course on urban transit. 
He pointed out that for many, 
“cycling is not just a means of 


transportation, but a challenge to 


auto-dependent cities and con- 
sumerism? 
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ALLISON MARTENS 





Who said moving had to be 
stressful and sweaty? Visitors to 
the recent art exhibition, Bourget: 
White Cube on the Move, scam- 
pered happily between the ten 
white moving trucks parked on 
the downtown campus where the 
works of 39 fine arts graduate 
students was displayed. 

“People seemed to be really 
puzzled at first: Some asked 
which department was moving; 
said co-organizer Anna Sprague, 
who described the exhibit, which 
took place April 8 to 9, as a “con- 
ceptual move.” 

Conceived two months ago on 
the back of a placemat over 
breakfast by MFA students 
Sprague and Ian Shatilla, the 
show was meant to reflect the 
current situation of the Faculty’s 
grad students. 

Although the MFA program is 
slated to move into the 
Integrated Engineering and 
Visual Arts (EV) Complex in the 
coming year, for now it remains 
based in the Bourget Building on 
Mountain St. 

“We don’t know exactly where 
were going yet. We're in transit, 
but that doesn’t mean we can't 
have a show, Shatilla said. 

“The idea of a show in the 
streets, he said, “brings art to the 
masses that usually don’t go to 


Enhancing student life reaps 1 


galleries. You see people walking 
down the street to go to work or 
to shop, and they stop to look at 
art. It’s great,” 

As he spoke, a crowd gathered 
behind him where performance 
artist Genviéve Sideleau was on 
her knees, sweeping up a pile of 
sand as part of her piece, Flow. 

Once the heap in front of her 
had been stashed in her dress, 
she shook it all out through her 
specially designed, sieve-like 
pockets, only to start the process 
anew. 

Meanwhile, the vans brimmed 
with a variety of works including 
paintings, drawings, sculptures, 
photographs and film clips, both 
inside and out. 

A striking, angular blue sculp- 
ture was affixed to the outside of 
van number one. Inside, Open 
Media student Alexander Wilson 
had transformed the cube into 
his Social Reproduction Machine 
where visitors could witness a 
human that is “inseminated with 
meaning” in a smoke and strobe- 
filled performance. 

Photography students Alyssa 
Andrews, Nicholas Hoban, Susi 
Brister and Margaret McLean 
and their interactive exhibit, 
Wish You Were Here, occupied 
van number 10. Visitors there 
were invited to have their picture 
taken against their choice of 
backdrops with various props 
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Students Lawrence Tsang, Bra Bessisso, Danny Iny and Rawan Hadid cele- 
brate after receiving Concordia Council on Student Life Awards at a cere- 
mony held on April 11. Tsang was honoured for his infectious involvement 
in student organizing. The other three for how their efforts created a dia- 
logue between the groups they are acting officers for, the Arab Student 
Association and Concordia Hillel. 
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Bridget Keating, a second year painting and drawing student, waits for more traffic through her truck/gallery 
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Art movers decide to shake it up 


Students move their art out of the gallery and into the street 








during the Bourget: White Cube on the Move exhibit. She was just one of 39 graduate students who brought their 
art to de Maisonneuve Bivd. and Ste. Catherine St. 


they took from a basket. 

“Because it's such an alterna- 
tive exhibit space, we wanted to 
do an alternative project that the 
viewer becomes a part of, 
McLean said, after snapping a 
picture of a woman who chose to 
be photographed in front of a 
winter scene wearing star- 
shaped sunglasses. 


KAREN HERLAND 


Students involved in involving 
students was the theme of this 
years Concordia Council on 
Student Life (CCSL) Awards. 

Dean of Students and CCSL 
chair Keith Pruden presided over 
a prize-giving ceremony followed 
by a buffet in the seventh-floor 
dining room of the Hall Building 
on April 11. 

A trio of students received the 
first award of the evening. Neil 
Caplan is a part-time history 
professor who was impressed by 
the efforts of Bra Bessisso, 
Rawan Hadid and Danny Iny to 
promote dialogue groups and 
other projects by the Arab 
Student Association (ASA) and 
Concordia Hillel. 

Bessisso is the president of the 
ASA and Hadid is vice-president 


The photos will be sent to the 
subjects, and the artists plan to 
use the images in a future collab- 
oration. 

On the sidewalk outside their 
van, performance artist Jihee 
Min hawked free Cream-sicles 
that bore her name in Korean, 
spelled out in chocolate sprin- 
kles. 


communications, while Iny is 
vice-president Israel Affairs at 
Concordia Hillel. 

“I met the three of them sepa- 
rately, but I quickly realized they 
were networking with each 
other; Caplan recalled when pre- 
senting the award. He was struck 
by their refusal to “dismiss each 
other's arguments. Instead, they 
found creative ideas for new 
ways of dealing with the conflict” 

In addition to the dialogue 
groups, the trio helped establish 
an essay contest on 
Israel/Palestinian historical nar- 
ratives. They were involved with 
Caplan in organizing a three-day 
symposium on Israeli and 
Palestinian Historical Narratives 
that was part of the Peace and 
Conflict Resolution Series. 

Bringing students together 
was the clear focus of all these 


Organizers Sprague and 
Shatilla said all students who 
applied to show their creations 
were accepted, in order to give 
showgoers a taste of the pro- 
gram’s diversity. 

“It's also interesting because 
youre talking with people about 
the idea of the show, instead of 
individual works, Shatilla said. 
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initiatives, and Iny thanked all 
the students who participated. 

The second award was pre- 
sented to Lawrence Tsang for 
engaging others in student 
organizing. 

Tsang joked that the full list of 
groups he had been involved in 
during his time at Concordia 
would fill five pages. He had been 
most involved in the Biology 
Students Association, the Arts 
and Science Federation of 
Associations and as a student 
representative on Senate. 

Among the wellwishers at the 
ceremony were members of Iny’s 
family. 

Claire Iny was extremely proud 
of her grandson and impressed 
with the whole event. “Concordia 
is so huge, it’s like a city. 
Someone had to point me to the 


building” 
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Author’s first book lays down the law 





James Kelly, Political Science, is looking forward to the Donner Prize 
award ceremony in Toronto on April 27. “I hope to win, but I'll enjoy the 
process no matter what, because it really is thrilling just to be nominat- 


ed,” Kelly said in a recent interview. 
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ALLISON MARTENS 


For political scientist James 
Kelly, it’s the first time that’s the 
charm. 

Governing with the Charter, his 
first book, has been shortlisted 
for the Donner Prize, which rec- 
ognizes outstanding contribu- 
tions to public policy writing 
and research in Canada. 

The 336-page volume, pub- 
lished last August by UBC Press, 
is one of five finalists for the 
eighth annual award, from a 
pool of 55 submissions. 

In it, Kelly, the Graduate 
Program Director and an assis- 
tant professor in the 
Department of Political Science, 
examines how the relationship 
between the Supreme Court and 
Parliament has evolved since 
the introduction of the 
Canadian Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms in 1982. 

Whether the courts or parlia- 
ment should have the last word 
on constitutional issues in 
Canada remains a hot topic. In 
his recent election campaign, 
Prime Minister Stephen Harper 
said he believes lawmaking 
should be the exclusive domain 
of elected members of parlia- 
ment, not appointed judges. 


Kelly, who holds a PhD from 
McGill, rejects this idea that so- 
called “activist judges” are 
wresting power away from par- 
liament. “The way we govern 
with the Charter here has actu- 
ally led to greater executive 
supremacy within government. 
The imbalance is now between 
the executive and regular parlia- 
mentarians. 

The executive, which includes 
the prime minister and his cabi- 
net, introduce up to 99 per cent 
of bills that are eventually 
passed by parliament, Kelly 
said. These are usually bills 
affecting federal public policy, 
over which it has exclusive juris- 
diction. 

“They draft their bills in the 
inner machinery of government. 
Most of our governments have 
been majorities, which reduces 
the possibility of disagreement. 

In addition, the justice 
department scrutinizes legisla- 
tion before it is read to parlia- 
ment to ensure that it is 
“Charter-proof”. 

This practice shifts power to 
the executive and _ further 
reduces parliamentary debate, 
Kelly says, because either MPs 
trust that department blindly, 
or they don’t have the legal 


knowledge and resources to 
challenge it. 

Kelly also studies bills of 
rights in Commonwealth coun- 
tries from a comparative per- 
spective. Though the Canadian 
document has been a model for 
many, most — such as Britain — 
do not allow their courts to 
strike down laws, only to 
declare them “inconsistent.” 

“It seems they’re trying to 
ensure parliamentary suprema- 
cy, Kelly said. “This ensures a 
parliamentary approach to 
human rights, unlike in Canada 
where the justice department is 
doing all the vetting” 

The appointment process for 
the Supreme Court was one of 
former prime minister Paul 
Martin's first targets when he 
started his campaign to make 
government more transparent 
by correcting the so-called 
“democratic deficit.” In the last 
two years alone, three seats 
became open on the nine-seat 
bench. 

Kelly said Martin should have 
looked in a mirror instead. “To 
correct this democratic deficit, 
I think it would have been more 
useful to make parliament more 
transparent as an institution, 
not necessarily the courts” 


Karin Doerr on presenting Canadian feminist research in China 


IRENE CASELL 





On April 7, Karin Doerr, research 
associate at the Simone de 
Beauvoir Institute, shared her 
experiences as a feminist scholar 
visiting China. 

Wearing a red silk Chinese 
blouse, she talked of a fascinating 
country full of contradictions, 


where the push towards 
Westernization coexists with tra- 
ditional ways of life. 


As the audience drank green 
tea and ate rice crackers and for- 
tune cookies in the lounge of the 
institute, Doerr showed photo- 
graphs of the Great Wall and 
other attractions. 

On her trip, made last April, she 
toured several universities, includ- 
ing the National Women's 
University of China in Beijing. She 
gave lectures on Canadian 
womens literature and feminist 
research in Canada, and distrib- 
uted information on Concordia’s 
women's studies centre, the 
Simone de Beauvoir Institute. 

She took part in local campus 
life, spending time with students 








and professors, attending classes, 
and giving workshops and lec- 
tures. Doerr said the Chinese want 
to learn more about foreign cul- 
tures, especially the West. 

At her farewell party, she said, “I 
was the only non-Chinese woman 
present and the only one to be 
wearing a traditional Chinese 
blouse’ She was surprised that the 
menu included Pringles and Coke 
rather than noodles and tea. 

Upon leaving, she wished she 
could go back. The opportunity 
arose soon after. Doerr and her 
husband, film professor Gary 
Evans, were invited to an interna- 
tional symposium to commemo- 
rate the 60th anniversary of the 
end of World War II in Nanjing. 

In August 2005, the couple 
boarded a second plane to China, 
but Doerr'’s experience this time 
was totally different. 

She found herself the only 
female presenter at the confer- 
ence. Her lecture tackled 
women’s’ responses to the 
Holocaust, one of her fields of 
expertise. “I was expecting a 
scholarly exchange, but there 


were no other women there” 

The only other scholar who 
addressed women’s issues was her 
husband. He gave a lecture on 
Canadian representations of the 
Nanjing massacre in 1937, when 
the city, which was then the capital 
of China, fell to Japanese troops. 

Doerr said there is a need for a 
greater exchange of ideas about 
feminist theories and practices in 
China, including attitudes to 
atrocities. 

However, her work did not go 
unnoticed. Deng Nanzi, a student 
who had worked as interpreter for 
Doerr during her first trip, wrote 
to her saying that he had become 
interested in the idea of feminism 
thanks to her lectures. 

“The feminists are known to 
love to have quarrels with men and 
to revolt against female traditional 
roles. However, is feminism really 
so ugly and valueless?” Deng wrote 
in an email Doerr read aloud. 

“Because the society is like a 
web formed by male strings hori- 
zontally and women strings lon- 
gitudinally, both are essential to 
the web’ 








Karin Doerr recently discussed her travels to China at the Simone de 
Beavoir Institute, where she is a research associate. Her trips allowed 
her to present feminist research at different institutions. 
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Confronting culture 


KAREN HERLAND 





A group of Concordia students 
and recent grads are figuring out 
how to confront big business's 
excesses while raising the neces- 
sary finances for their own cam- 
paigns. It is not always easy to 
challenge the mainstream while 
also paying rent or salaries. 

Uberculture was started on 
campus three years ago by Ezra 
Winton and Rob Maguire. They 
shared a concern about “the 
commercialization of public 
space and a desire to combat the 
corporatization of culture,’ 
Winton said. 

Both had served as presidents 
of the Concordia chapter of 
Amnesty International. They 
found the focus on government 
human rights abuses ignored the 
increasing responsibility of 
multinational corporations for 
violations around the world. 
Although Amnesty now address- 
es some of those issues, tibercul- 
ture was developed to fill the 
void. 

“We wanted to promote a cul- 
ture that was more humane and 
strong enough to resist main- 
stream culture,’ Winton said. 

The group took shape based 
on the interests of its members. 
Recent campaigns have included 
promoting independent media 
and fair trade coffee. 

Winton had developed a film 


series showcasing politically 
engaged documentaries six years 
ago as an undergrad at Langara 
College in Vancouver. Cinema 
Politica migrated with him and 
settled under the tberculture 
banner. 

Uberculture organized two 
tours across Canada to towns 
battling the presence of Wal- 
Mart. Those experiences were 
recorded and will be released as 
a full-length video, Wal-Town, 
later this year. 

The campus group, which 
attracts just over a dozen people 
to its weekly meetings, is cur- 
rently experiencing growing 
pains. Maguire graduated and 
established an off-campus Mon- 
treal chapter of the group, with 
offices on Park Ave. Another has 
formed in Halifax. 

Like-minded individuals are 
encouraged to organize similar 
campaigns, or local versions of 
Cinema Politica across the coun- 
try. Communications officer 
Jeremy Loveday sees the expan- 
sion to off-campus groups as an 
opportunity to develop more 
campaigns. 

A donation which helped get 
the Montreal chapter off the 
ground has run out. To subsidize 
activities, iiberbru beer is being 
sold in Montreal and Vancouver. 

Can an organization maintain 
an anti-corporate critique as it 
expands using a franchise model 


and sustains itself with beer 
sales? 

Winton is aware of the contra- 
dictions, but pragmatic about 
the circumstances. 

“We're in a constant state of 
bankruptcy and too political to 
get government funding” Public 
funding also comes with a set of 
strings attached. 

Uberculture is currently in a 
funding drive, which so far has 
collected only a fraction of the 
$20,000 they hope to raise. A mail 
out is being planned. Meanwhile, 
there are beer sales, a move that 
recently got them into the pages 
of Toronto's THIS Magazine and 
the Globe and Mail. 

Winton said that iiberbru is 
brewed in two small breweries: 
One in B.C., the other Montreal. 
“It's a product that doesn't create 
waste, that is all natural and that 
leaves a small ecological foot- 
print.” Because it is brewed close 
to where it is sold, the pollution 
associated with transportation is 
also kept to a minimum. 

The tensions of critiquing a 
mainstream culture while oper- 
ating within it were also brought 
home recently when Loveday 
was one of a handful of candi- 
dates with ties to tiberculture 
who ran under the Conscious 
banner, during the recent 
Concordia student elections. 

Meanwhile Winton, who has 
also been a student spokesper- 





Ezra Winton, above at the Community Campaign launch, is one of two 
founding members of Uberculture. The group challenges the excesses and 
abuses of corporate culture and is gaining support across the country. 


son for the university's 
Community Campaign, ran for 
president of the Graduate Stu- 
dent Association. Neither was 
successful, though students did 
pass a referendum that pledged 
two cents per credit to bring pan- 


elists, or the filmmakers them- 
selves, in for Cinema Politica 
screenings. 

“It’s hard to fight the fight, you 
have to join in at a certain level,” 
Winton said. More information is 
available at www.uberculture.org 





Students consider the global impact of local actions 


First-time colloquium brings students and faculty from Concordia and New York's Siena College together 


ALLISON MARTENS y, 





The presence of 36 students and 
several professors from New York 
state’s Siena College gave the 
Loyola International College's 
(LIC) inaugural Conference on 
Globalization an international 
perspective. 

The aim of the conference was 
to promote “an understanding of 
one another and to think of our- 
selves not as Americans or 
Canadians, but as global citizens 
of the world, said Rosemarie 
Schade, Principal of the LIC. 

Also attended by nearly 40 
Concordia faculty and students, 
the April 7 colloquium marked 
the first major event the LIC has 
hosted since its inception four 
years ago. 

It began last year when Siena 


professor Richard Shirey was 
hunting for a Canadian school 
that would be a good match with 
his Albany-based school’s Global- 
ization Studies Program. 

When he started his search on 
the web, the LIC was the first 
school he found. 

“We liked the idea right away, 
and started to collaborate imme- 
diately. I feel it will be a very fruit- 
ful and promising partnership,’ 
Schade said. 

Students took in three interac- 
tive lectures that encouraged 
them to think about how seem- 
ingly innocuous actions — such as 
purchasing a taco, or taking an 
all-inclusive holiday - might 
adversely impact someone living 
thousands of miles away. 

Lillian Robinson, Principal of 
Concordia’s Simone de Beauvoir 


Institute, discussed the origins 
and consequences of sex tourism 
in “Sex in the Global City’ Siena 
professor Dmitri Burshteyn spoke 
about “Globalization and Health 
Care; while Shirey finished with a 
lecture about community-sup- 
ported agriculture. 

Robinson recalled the roots of 
mass tourism. In the mid-1970s, it 
was touted as the balm to soothe 
the economic woes of third-world 
countries. This idea received the 
stamp of approval of the World 
Bank, headed by former U.S. 
Secretary of Defense Robert 
McNamara at the time. 

Robinson noted that the 
American military was the sex 
industry's biggest customer, in 
many Asian nations in particular. 
After it left - about the same time 
mass-tourism started to gain 


traction — the tourists had access 
to the “infrastructure” the soldiers 
had started. 

Burshteyn engaged students in 
a debate about the prospect of 
universal health care in the 
United States. “The public wants 
it, it’s the insurance and pharma- 
ceutical companies that don't; he 
said. 

One student said he opposed 
paying taxes for health care 
because as a college graduate, 
he anticipated getting a job with 
benefits anyway. Burshteyn cau- 
tioned that for many of the 46 
million Americans without 
health insurance, the picture 
might not be as rosy. 

Shirey also stressed the 
importance of solidarity. For 
example, he said that if con- 
sumers stood together to 





demand fair wages and dignified 
labour conditions for workers, 
companies would be obliged to 
supply them. 

He cited the case of a group of 
students in Florida who success- 
fully pressured Taco Bell to force 
its tomato suppliers to pay their 
pickers one cent more for every 
pound of tomatoes they harvest. 

“It increased the daily pay of 
these workers from $50 per day 
to harvest two tons of tomatoes, 
to $90 per day’ 

After the lectures, the stu- 
dents broke into panels to dis- 
cuss the issues with, Rosemarie 
Schade hoped, new perspective. 

She said she hopes this is only 
the beginning of the relation- 
ship between the two schools, 
and that they plan to hold a sim- 
ilar event in Albany next year. 
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Murder at Plaka Beach 


BARBARA BLACK 





The title sounds like that of a 
thriller, but The Ghosts of Plaka 
Beach: A True Story of Murder and 
Retribution in Wartime Greece is 
an interesting memoir, not fic- 
tion. Finance professor Stylianos 
Perrakis has written a book about 
a family tragedy that illuminates 
an intense period of modern 
Greek history. 

His young uncle, Miltis 
Melissinos, was murdered in a 
cave in the Peloponnesian coun- 
tryside by communist partisans 
in 1944. Two local men were sub- 
sequently tried and convicted 
and one was executed for the 
crime. However, Perrakis was 
unaware of the court case and 
could find out little about the 
story from his family, who 
refused to talk about it. 

He did a lot of research into the 
occupation period in Greece, 
especially in the Argolida region, 
where his mother’s family lived. 
They were middle-class, profes- 
sional people who owned land 


AIDS course finds 


KAREN HERLAND 





Students who register for the 
interdisciplinary course on HIV/ 
AIDS may be prepared to discuss 
issues like sexuality and death in 
the classroom. They may even 
anticipate the emotional invest- 
ment of the required internship in 
an AIDS organization. 

However, social science stu- 
dents might not imagine partici- 
pating in a show curated by their 
instructors. 

Shown in the VAV Gallery from 
April 4 to 15, BaD_aRt: Desire, Sex 
and AIDS featured the work of 
over a dozen students registered 
for either the classroom or online 





The image credits from left to right: Emma Howes, The Lipodystrophy Suit; Romy Ceppetelli, REPEAT (i thought i knew); Blake Stuart, 19/87; 


that fronted on the sea, the Plaka 
Beach of the book’s title. 
Perrakis concluded that his 
uncle’s murder was part of a 
widespread campaign of terror 
by the KKE, the Greek commu- 
nist party. Large numbers of peo- 
ple were executed by both left 
and right during this period — 
estimates range as high as two 
per cent of the local population. 
Communists and conservatives 
in the region were involved in the 
resistance against the German 
occupiers, but they were also 
fighting each other over political 
supremacy in postwar Greece. 
After liberation, their struggle 
became a civil war that was won 
by the conservative side in 1949. 
However, as Perrakis notes in 
his book, the violence in the coun- 
tryside had other causes besides 
ideology — class enmity and local 
quarrels that had nothing to do 
with politics: “It’s a story with a 
few villains and no heroes’ 
Perrakis attended the University 
of California, Berkeley from 1964 
to 1970, and was actively opposed 


version of HIV/AIDS: Cultural, 
Social and Scientific Aspects of 
the Pandemic. Some students 
performed their projects at the 
vernissage, which attracted over 
200 people. 

Co-instructor Tagny Duff, an 
interdisciplinary PhD candidate in 
Humanities, also has an MFA in 
studio arts. She said that over half 
of the students registered in the 
six-credit course opted to produce 
art as their final project, though 
not all of them chose to exhibit it. 

Although the course is open to 
Fine Arts and Arts and Science 
students, not only art students 
chose a project over a paper . 

“Some of the Fine Arts students 


and part of the piece by Shelly Skinner, Untitled. : 





to the junta of right-wing colonels 
who ran Greece then. He met his 
wife, Phyllis Sternberg Perrakis, at 
Berkeley, and as he says now, his 
left-wing credentials were excel- 
lent. “I lived in the same rooming 
house as [Yippy statesman] Jerry 
Rubin, and had many lively discus- 
sions with him and his friends” 

When he went back to Greece 
on visits, the idealistic young aca- 
demic often argued about politics 
with his uncle Takis, a conserva- 
tive lawyer. 

Now he realizes that Takis lived 
with the knowledge that his 
younger brother, a cheerful boy 
who wasn't much interested in 
politics, may have been executed 
because of Takis's own conserva- 
tive profile. 

Perrakis expects sharp attacks 
in the press when his book is dis- 
tributed in Greece, because he 
feels the politics of the occupation 
period have never been thorough- 
ly ventilated. He looks forward to 
the prospect of controversy. 

The foreword to Perrakis's book 
is by Yale history professor Stathis 


Finance professor Stylianos Perrakis looks forward to vigorous debate 
when his book about a little-known political murder 62 years ago reach- 


es Greek bookstores. 


N. Kalyvas, who hails it as “one of 
the most insightful books about 
the Greek Civil War’ It was writ- 
ten in English and published by 
US. publisher Fairleigh Dickinson 


University Press, and is distrib- 
uted in Canada by Scholarly Book 
Services in Toronto. It will be 
launched at the National Library 
of Canada on May 11. 


its way into VAV Art Gallery 


wrote the paper. They know how 
challenging it can be to produce a 
piece, as opposed to a 12-page 
paper, Duff said. 

The project alone requires three 
separate formal proposals, and 
subsequent meetings with Duff or 
co-instructor Christian Dare, who 
is finishing his third year with the 
course. 

“Some of the Arts and Science 
students who participated in the 
show last year decided to become 
artists’ said Duff. “For students, 
the course can be life-altering” 

The course combines practical 
internship experience with guests 
who research, work and practice in 
the community. Three of them are 


invited under the auspices of the 
community lecture series on 
HIV/AIDS, which, like the course, 
is part of the Concordia HIV/AIDS 
Project. 

The regular guests cover a range 
of topics and approaches. For 
many students, this may be their 
first exposure to pure science, or to 
community activism, depending 
on their background. Having 
access to such a diverse group of 
resource people opens up new 
possibilities for the students, the 
opportunity to be part of a juried 
art show being just one. 

The vernissage also featured the 
work of Dont Rhine, a member of 
the California-based Ultra-red 
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Collective. At an artist talk on April 
5, Rhine discussed his early experi- 
ences with a needle exchange in 
Hollywood in the early 1990s. 

As a sound artist, he was inter- 
ested in how to combine art with 
his activism and looked for ways to 
document the impact of AIDS. 

Over time, he grew dissatisfied 
with the activist model: “You 
define a point of conflict, develop 
an action and then move on’ He's 
more interested in an “organizer” 
approach, one that works with 
and within a community towards 
long-term solutions. 

Silent/Listen is the project he 
performed with Isabelle Noel on 
April 4 in the VAV Gallery. Four 
representatives of local AIDS 
groups briefly spoke about their 
organizations. Rhine immediately 
remixed their words. 

Audience members were invited 
to join them at a table of micro- 
phones where they could share 
their feelings about the epidemic. 
The ensuing conversations were 
recorded and spliced together “as a 
document of where we are now, in 
Rhine's words. 

Similar recordings have been 
made wlsewherre, and Ultra-red 
will be at the world AIDS confer- 
ence in Toronto this summer. 
Rhine hopes documenting the 
current situation will help to 
develop a plan of action . 
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FINE ARTS 


VAV Gallery 
Student-run gallery in the Visual Arts Building, 1395 
René-Lévesque Blvd. W. www.vavgallery.com 


Leonard and Bina Ellen Gallery 
Open Tuesday to Saturday, noon to 6 p.m. in LB-165. 
Free admission, wheelchair accessible. Info at ext. 
4750. On the web, visit ellengallery.concordia.ca 


+ TRACKING THE TRACES 2 

Curator Nicole Gingras continues her investigation of 
the notion of trace. The project as a whole reflects on 
the trace or traces that are left with us through certain 
encounters with a sound or an image. April 28 — June 3. 
Vernissage April 27 from 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

+ CONCERT 

Tracking the Traces 2 will be preceded by a concert fea- 
turing four artists — including two from the exhibition - 
who are internationally renowned for their exceptional 
contribution to electronic music. Featuring Olaf Bender, 
Leif Elggren, Carl Michael von Hausswolff and Mika 
Vainio. April 26 at 9 p.m. (doors at 8 p.m.) at Sala 
Rossa, 4848 St. Laurent Blvd. Tickets $15 in advance, 
available at the Gallery, Atom Heart (364-B Sherbrooke 
St. E.), or Cheap Thrills (2044 Metcalfe 2nd floor). 

+ CONFERENCE 

Carl Michael von Hausswolff establishes a link with the 
first Tracking the Traces exhibition. His presentation 
will focus on Friedrich Jiirgenson from Sweden whose 
work was exhibited in 2005. April 28 at 3 p.m. in the 
York Amphitheatre (EV-1.615), 1515 Ste. Catherine St. 
W. Free. 


in[FUSE] Design Exhibition 

An exhibition put on by Concordia Design Students 
(CODES). This exhibition will put both art and 
inspiration on display — each piece that will be 
exhibited in the gallery will be accompanied by an 
image of its source of inspiration. Pieces in the exhibit 
will include images, objects and multimedia. Exhibition 
April 18 - 23, vernissage: April 20 from 7 - 11 p.m., 
both in EV-7.745 (1515 Ste. Catherine St. W.). 





OSCAR PETERSON 
CONCERT HALL 


Located at 7141 Sherbrooke St. W. Box office: Monday 
to Friday, 9:30 a.m. to noon, 1:30 to 4:30 p.m., ext. 
4848. For full listing of events, visit oscar.concordia.ca 


Réveil 

Shona Harris, directed by Nancy Helms and Alexandra 
Fol, in a celebration of life through word, sound and 
motion. Works by Alexandra Fol, William Walton, Kurt 
Weil, Cathy Berberian, Jules Feiffer and newly emerg- 
ing Canadian composer Clio Montrey. April 27 at 8 
p.m. Tickets at the door only, $5 or free for students 
with ID. Presented by Concordia's Departments of 
Music and Theatre. 


Musica Viva 

The Musica Viva vocal ensemble celebrates 45 years of 
music. Directed by Jean-Sébastien Allaire and featur- 
ing four alumni conductors. April 30 at 3 p.m. Tickets 
at the box office and Admission. For info, call 389-9426 
or email musicaviva@globetrotter.net 

Louis Salvador, Piano 

A student of Gregory Chaverdian; works by Christoph 
Graupner, Franz Liszt, Daniel Foley and J.S. Bach. May 
2 at 8 p.m. Tickets at the door only: $5 or free for stu- 
dents with ID. Presented by Concordia’s Department of 
Music. 





MEETINGS & EVENTS 


Sports Admin info session 

Join members of the Graduate Diploma in 
Administration / Sport Administration Department 
(DIA/DSA) at the John Molson School of Business to 
learn more about our program and the admission 
Tequirements. April 20 from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in 
GM-403-02 (1550 de Maisonneuve Blvd, W.). For more 
information and to register, please visit www.johnmol- 
son.concordia.ca/diasa/index.html. 


Montreal Beats Screening Launch 
Daniel Rosenberg's documentary on the Montreal 
DJ/Beat mixing scene. Rosenberg has given Concordia 
University Television (CUTV) exclusive screening rights 
to this documentary he shot over the summer of 2005. 
April 21 at 6 p.m. in H-110. 


Book launch: Women Poets 

The Simone de Beauvoir Institute and the League of 
Canadian Poets presents the launch of Re:Generations; 
Canadian Women Poets in Conversation, edited by Di 
Brandt and Barbara Godard. April 21 at 7 p.m. in MU- 
101 (2170 Bishop St.). Authors Sharon H. Nelson, 
Carolyn Zonailo, Di Brandt, Karen Mullhallen, Comelia 
Hoogland, Susan McMaster and Margaret Cristakos will 
read at the launch. 


Psychoanalysis & Cinema Series 
Presented by the Extension Programme at Concordia 
University of the Canadian Psychoanalytic Society 
(Quebec English Branch), the theme of this year’s series 
is (Re)Experiencing Woody Allen. Remaining screenings 
are Zelig, April 23 at 6:45 p.m. and Another Woman, 
April 30 at 6:45 p.m. Both at the JA DeSéve Cinema in 
LB-125. Due to royalty fees, donation of $5 is suggested 
CPS members, candidates, fellows, Concordia students 
and staff will continue to enjoy free admission upon 
presentation of ID. 


JMSB Alumni Chapter 

presents “Network for Business,” an opportunity for 
entrepreneurs and business owners to meet and make 
new contacts. Each event will feature a different quest 
speaker who will share ways to network effectively. 
Attendees will give presentations on their individual 
businesses. April 26, 7-9 a.m. in H-763. $20, registra- 
tion required and available online at 
alumni.concordia.ca 


Psychology Colloquium Series 

As part of this series, the Psychology department and 
the Centre for Studies in Behavioral Neurobiology pres- 
enta lecture on “The Brain Theatre: Principles of Cortical 
Organization” by Rafael Malach, of Israel's Weizmann 
Institute. April 27 at 4:30 p.m. in SP-365.01. For more 
info, call ext. 2220. 


Conference CEBQ 

Le CEBQ en collaboration avec SCHL, APCHQ et 
l'Université Concordia presente “Le verre structural des 
résultats spectaculaires.” 26 Avril, 17 - 20h. Membres 
du CEBQ, et étudiants : Gratis. Autres : 10 $ (taxes com- 
prises). Réservations par courriel : Idemigue@schl.ca 
University of the Streets Café 
Open to everyone, Café sessions take place in both 
English and French. For details and a full list of events, 
visit univeafe.concordia.ca or contact Eric Abitbol at ext. 
3967. 


+ NUCLEAR: CHERNOBYL'S LEGACY 

Are we underestimating the impact and significance of 
the Chemobyl nuclear accident 20 years later? Recent 
studies and reports suggest that the nuclear fallout is 
less detrimental to human and planetary health than 
was originally feared. Are these studies whitewashing 
the reality of an ongoing disaster? New date. May 3 at 
6:30 p.m. at Café Romolo, 272 Bemard W. 

+ COMMUNITY WANDERINGS 

The conversation “Creating Networks: Watching Through 
Space and Time” is part of this series. Living in today’s 
city brings a significant degree of anonymity. Indeed 
with so many diverse places, spaces and potential man- 
ners of interaction you have to make who you are, build 
your identity. How do you connect to others? How do 
you create community? May 10, 7-9 p.m. at Café 
UUtopik, 552 Ste-Catherine St. E. 


Habitat for Humanity 

Would you like to build houses and your understanding 
of housing issues? Habitat for Humanity is a program 
dedicated to the elimination of poverty housing by 
building homes in partnership with families in need. For 
more information or to get involved with the Concordia 
Chapter, email habitat@alcor.concordia.ca 


Concordia Toastmasters Club 

You can master skills to help you formulate and express 
your ideas, improve your ability to listen and evaluate 
other people's ideas. We can help you get rid of that 
nervousness when you are asked to speak, all done in a 
positive and supportive environment. We meet every 
Monday evening. For more _ information: 
www.angelfire.com/co/TOASTM or contact Susan Ehret 
at 637-0190, susanehret@sympatico.ca 





LECTURES 


JMSB Guest speaker 

The John Molson School of Business presents a lecture 
by Sydney Finkelstein. A native Montrealer and the 
Steven Roth Professor of Management at the Tuck 
School of Management at Dartmouth College in New 
Hampshire, Finkelstein will show how business people 
often fail to learn from their mistakes in his lecture, 


“Why Smart Executives Fail.” April 21 at 2 p.m. in GM- 
302 (1550 de Maisonneuve Blvd. W.). 


Sensing the City II lecture series 
All lectures take place at 7 p.m. at the Canadian Centre 
for Architecture, 1920 rue Baile. Free admission, no 
reservations required. 


+ LINNAEA TILLET 

April 20. Environmental psychologist and Principal of 
Tillett Lighting Design Inc. in New York, Tillet will talk 
about “Urban Fear: What's Light Got to Do With It”? Her 
lecture will address new ways of looking at planning, 
safety, and lighting within a dynamic urban context. 

+ LOUIS DANDREL 

May 4. Dandrel — musician, Founder-Director of 
Diasonic, a studio devoted to sound in architecture and 
design in Paris — presents “Ecouter la ville. Voyage 
sonore a travers les métropoles du monde’. His lecture 
will feature recordings collected over the past 40 years 
in major cities around the world, including Bombay, 
Dakar, Rio de Janeiro, Paris, San Francisco, Tokyo, Beijing, 
and Cairo. In French. 


Hellenic Studies Lecture Series 
The Hellenic Studies Unit at Concordia presents a lecture 
entitled “Religion and Security in Southeastern Europe: 
What Greece Has To Offer” by Dr. Elisabeth Prodromou, 
Professor of International Relations and Director of the 
Institute on Culture, Religion and World Affairs at 
Boston University. May 5 at 7:30 p.m. in H-767. Wine 
and cheese reception to follow, free admission. 





SELF HELP & 
SUPPORT 


Legal Information Services 

Offers free, confidential, information and assistance to 
all students, faculty and staff at Concordia. Classes or 
working during the day? We're open every Wednesday 
until 8 p.m. For more info., call ext. 4960 or visit support- 
services.concordia.ca/legalinformationservices. Visits by 
appointment only. 

Employee Assistance Program 

A voluntary, confidential counselling and information 
service available 24/7 to all employees eligible for 
health benefits at Concordia, including their immediate 
families. English Services: 1-800-361-4765. French 
Services: 1-800-387-5676. For more info, visit the EAP 
web site at eap.concordia.ca or call ext. 3667. 





MULTI-FAITH 
CHAPLAINCY 


SCHEDULE OF EUCHARISTS (ROMAN CATHOLIC) IN THE 
LOYOLA CHAPEL: Sundays at 11 a.m. (in English) and 
later in Spanish at 7:30 p.m., Tues., Wed. and Fri. at 
12:05 p.m. Mon. and Thurs. Communion at 12:05 
p.m. (all in English). 


Mother Hubbard's Cupboard 

A vegan meal served in a welcoming atmosphere, with 
great community and conversations. Drop by between 
5 and 7 p.m. in Annex Z, Room 105-106. Mother 
Hubbard asks for a donation of $2 to restock her cup- 
boards. For more information or if you would like to 
volunteer, contact Ellie Hummel on ext. 3590 or at 
mohubbs@alcor.concordia.ca 





TEACHING SERVICES 


CTLS 

The Centre for Teaching and Learning Services organizes 
a series of workshops for faculty and teaching assistants 
to enhance their teaching skills. For a full list of work- 
shops and registration, call ext. 2495 or visit 
teaching.concordia.ca/workshops/ 

+ STANDARD AMERICAN ENGLISH 

For non-Native speakers. It’s natural to bring over the 
placement of sounds from one’s native language. This 
workshop is designed to help non-native speakers hear 
the sounds and stress patterns which are appropriate for 
speaking English, and to practice voice exercises that 
will free up these sounds. April 25 from 7 — 10 p.m. in 
AD-308 (Loyola). Please bring a text you will use in the 
classroom. Also, please indicate your native language 
+ PREPARING YOUR TEACHING DOSSIER 

Your dossier is one means of recording your teaching 
accomplishments and articulating your teaching philos- 
ophy. It can be used for professional improvement and is 
required as part of any performance review. This work- 


DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: 12 P.M. MAY 1, 2006 


shop will help you to develop your own teaching dossier 
and to examine some of the issues and concerns in 
preparing and reviewing dossiers. This seminar takes 
place April 28 from 9:30 — 11:30 a.m. in H-760. 


Experienced Professional Editor 


Journal articles, papers, books, reports, grant applica- 
tions. Call 989-9716. 


Typist needed 
Visually impaired alumnus requires word processing of 
manuscripts. Call Don, 626-6256. 


Concordia PhD student 

with nine years of experience tutors all level of Math. 
Group and private sessions, reasonable rates. Guarantee 
your grade or all money back, no charge for the first ses~ 
sion if you are not satisfied. Call Mehdi, at 652-6066 or 
e-mail Math_tutor@email.com 


GMAT Preparation Seminars 
Want to pass your GMAT? Prep seminars start soon. For 
info., visit www.advantagemontrealseminars.com 





APARTMENTS 


Apt. for prof/mature student 

Newly refinished 3 1/2 apartment designed and built by 
environmentally-conscious owners and architects. 
Separate garden entrance. Heat and hydro included, 
675$/month, available May 1. Quiet non-smoker pre- 
ferred. 5 min. walk to Céte-Ste-Catherine metro. A 
must-see, Call 573-6877. 


5 1/2 NDG Upper Duplex 

On Old Orchard near Sherbrooke. 2 large bedrooms. 
Appliances include fridge, stove, dishwasher, and wash- 
ing machine. Parking on street. Available July 1 or ear- 
lier. Ideal for professional couple. Call 487-4562. 


House to share - Mont St. Hilaire 
Academic who enjoys meditation and vegetarian 
lifestyle seeks like-minded professional to share spa- 
cious house in Mont St. Hilaire. Available room has pri- 
vate bathroom/shower. $650/mo. includes utilities, 
internet, cable and use of washer/dryer. Close to train 
station and highway 20, abundant parking. Call 450- 
467-2346. 


Steps to Loyola Campus 

Cozy 5 1/2 upper duplex in Montreal West for rent. 
Heated, equipped with washer/dryer/fridge/stove. 
Near Loyola Campus, buses and train. Available May 1. 
Call 824-3904 after 6 p.m. 


5 1/2 in LaSalle 

Upper duplex, close to bus, metro and shopping centres. 
Electric heating, $695/mo. Ideal for quiet elderly couple, 
One year lease only. Call 364-5874 after 7 p.m. 


Concordia University invites applications and 
nominations for the newly created position of 
Vice-President Research and Graduate Studies. 


UNIVERSITY 


www.concordia.ce 


One of Canada’s fastest growing universities, 
Concordia is experiencing exciting, transformative 
changes with the successful recruitment of nearly 
500 talented, full-time faculty over the last 
several years, This urban university situated in the 
vibrant city of Montreal, with its state-of-the-art 
facilities, is also home to more than 43,500 
students. 


Raising research and graduate studies activity 
is key to the University's overall academic mis- 
sion (see www.concordia.ca). Reporting 
directly to the President, the Vice-President 
Research and Graduate Studies works closely 
with the Provost & Vice-President Academic to 
provide the leadership and vision to develop a 
dynamic and inspiring research and graduate 
education environment. 


Promoting the highest standards of quality and 
enhancing innovative research and collaboration 
at Concordia, the Vice-President will advance 
the University’s national and international 
research and graduate education profile to 
position Concordia as a major research institution 
of excellence. 


Janet Wright & Associates Inc. 


2 1/2, 41/2 in NDG 

Comer Sherbrooke St. and Grand Blvd. Both are renovat- 
ed, bright, and include fridge and stove. Available imme- 
diately. Please call 739-7575 Mon.-Fri. between 9 a.m. — 
5 p.m. 

Cozy Apartment for rent 

NDG (Sherbrooke St. W), Large 2 1/2 apt, 2-minute walk 
to Loyola campus. Hardwood floors, large windows and 
sunlight. Quiet neighbours, swimming pool in the build- 
ing. Fridge, stove, heat & hot water included. 
$525/month. Available immediately. Call 825-1871. 


Semi-furnished room 

in large, bright, 7 1/2 duplex near Plamondon metro 
(orange line) and 165 bus. Rent is $450/mo. all-inclusive. 
Available immediately. Please call 618-9377. 


Room in NDG Condo 

Room in 8 1/2 condo with yard. Close to Snowdon and 
Villa-Maria Metro. 4 bdr., 2 bath. on 2 levels. Wireless 
internet, heating, electricity, washer, dryer and dish- 
washer included. $500/mo. negotiable, available imme- 
diately. Email jhines01@hotmail.com 





UNCLASSIFIED 


Témoignages de jeunes 

Vous étes nés par insémination artificielle, issu(e) d’un 
don de sperme anonyme? Vos origines génétiques vous 
intriguent ? Votre temoignage nous intéresse. Emission 
de télé sérieuse recherche jeunes préts 8 nous raconter 
leur histoire. Contacter Anne : 895-6792. 


Concordia Centraide Garage Sale 
Spring cleaning? Looking to get rid of items? Donate your 
unwanted items to the Concordia University Centraide 
Campaign garage sale, which will be held May 27 at the 
Loyola Campus in the AD parking lot, 7141 Sherbrooke St. 
W. For more information, contact Dina Tavares at ext. 
4834 or dina.tavares@concordia.ca 

Parking near Loyola 

Driveway parking, 5 min. walk from Loyola. $50/mo. Call 
Carol, 481-9461. 


Spring Bazaar 

More than 7,000 sq. feet of items for sale. Super low 
prices on clothing, furniture, miscellaneous household 
goods, books and more at Mission of the Great Shepherd, 
2510 Center St., Point St. Charles, Charlevoix Metro. May 
6, 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. For more info and coupons, 





a) Concordia Vice-President Research and 
Graduate Studies 


The successful candidate will have a record of 
demonstrated research and scholarly accom- 
plishments and a comprehensive knowledge of 
research and graduate education administration; 
superior leadership experience at a senior level; 
@ commitment to developing excellence and fos- 
tering innovation; and the linguistic ability to 
represent effectively Concordia University’s 
mission and interests in a bilingual Quebec 
environment. 


The position offered will commence on July 1, 
2006 or as soon thereafter as possible. The 
initial appointment is for five years, renewable 
for an additional five years. Concordia University 
hires on the basis of merit and is committed to 
employment equity. 


Applications and nominations should be submitted 
in confidence to the address shown below. 


Janet Wright & Associates Inc. 
174 Bedford Road, Suite 200 
Toronto, Ontario MSR 2K9 

Fax: 416-923-8311 
concordiavprgs@jwasearch.com 
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Zilberman, Poirier named 
top athletes at banquet 


DAN PLOUFFE 





A record crowd of 425 guests was 
on hand for this year’s athletics 
banquet to see wrestler David 
Zilberman and soccer player 
Melanie Poirier take home the 
top male and female athlete-of- 
the-year awards. 

“We get a really incredible 
amount of support from the 
whole university in terms of 
enthusiasm, and even advice and 
good counsel,’ said Director of 
Recreation and Athletics Katie 
Sheahan after the April 7 dinner. 





“Tonight, we got the opportuni- 
ty to share all those great aca- 
demic and athletic exploits with 
[the Concordia community] and 
it was a great opportunity for us 
to really showcase the ambas- 
sadorship that athletics can be 
for the university.’ 

There are surely no better 
ambassadors for Concordia and 
the Stingers athletic program 
than Zilberman and Poirier. 

Zilberman's crowning achieve- 
ment this year was winning the 
heavyweight division at the 
Canadian Interuniversity Sport 


Male Athlete of the Year David Zilberman at the awards banquet. Below, 
Zilberman grapples with an unidentified opponent at the Concordia 
Invitational Wrestling Tournament on Oct. 30, 2005. 


National Championships, and 
doing so without having a single 
point scored against him in any of 
his four matches. 

“I was surprised I was the one 
going up; I thought maybe Tyler 
Marghetis might get [the award] 
because it was his third year in a 
row, Zilberman said. 

His teammate Marghetis was 
also National Champion in his 
weight class and four other 
Concordia wrestlers medalled. “It 
was a big surprise — the whole 
night was a big surprise.” 

Zilberman, who is coached by 


his father Victor, the CIS Men's 
Wrestling Coach of the Year, 
enjoyed an undefeated season on 
the university circuit. 

He also found success on the 
international stage in the past 
year. He represented Canada at 
the World University Games in 
Turkey last summer, and also at 
several European meets, includ- 
ing one he won in Sombo, France. 

Poirier is unquestionably one of 
the hardest-working athletes in 
Canadian university sport. The 
third-year midfielder from Laval is 
known as much for her tremen- 





Female Athlete of the Year, soccer midfielder Melanie Poirier, receives her 
award, with rugby team captain Joanne Auger behind her. Below, Poirier in 


action on the soccer pitch. 
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dous leadership qualities as her 
soccer skills, which produced five 
goals this year, a tie for the team 
lead. 

“She's a great leader; she's very 
composed; Sheahan said. “She's 
somebody who can communicate 
very well with the team on and off 
the field. She's been a very strong 
captain and her athletics have 
been recognized not locally, not 
provincially, but nationally” 

Poirier was named a second- 
team All-Canadian this season, 
and a Quebec conference All-Star 
for the third year in a row. It was 
the first time in the women’s soc- 
cer programs 12 years at 
Concordia that a player was 
awarded All-Canadian status. 

Another big winner from the 
night was Ali Olshefsky of the 
women's rugby team, who won 
the Laurie Brodrick Award for 
Female Rookie of the Year as well 
as the Denise Beaudet Award for 
academics, athletics and commu- 
nity service. 

Hockey player Frédéric Faucher 
won the Ron Lapointe Award for 
academics, athletics and commu- 
nity service on the men’s side. 

University President Claude 
Lajeunesse was on hand to pres- 
ent) the President's Award to 
wrestler Tyler Marghetis and 
women's hockey player Andrea 
Dolan. Both were repeat winners 
of the award, which recognizes 
academic and athletic excellence. 

The Marvin Cooper Award was 
presented to football quarterback 
Scott Syvret for successfully over- 
coming adversity through hard 
work, commitment and dedica- 
tion. Syvret suffered a shoulder 
dislocation to his throwing arm, 
ending his season two years ago, 
but he came back strong this year 
to earn All-Canadian status. 

Football's Patrick Donovan and 
Marie-Pier Cantin-Drouin of 

women’s hockey were named 
Concordia’s fittest athletes, while 
men’s hockey leading scorer Karl 
Gagne won Male Rookie of the 
Year honours. 

Sheahan also _ recognized 
Olympic hockey silver medallist 
Cecilia Anderson, men’s rugby 
coach Clive Gibson, psychologist 
Lois Baron and the IITS Creative 
Media Team for their contribu- 
tions to the varsity athletics pro- 


For a full list of award winners, 
please visit the Athletics website, 
at athletics.concordia.ca 


